UNSCATHED    AND    UNBOWED
that glorious death which little by little is taking the toll of
those that are still here,
"Let the infantrymen, therefore, measure their steps, let
them turn their eyes to these Moroccan fields, let them fix their
attention upon these modest cemeteries which cover the re-
mains of so many glorious infantrymen, and they will not fail
to see the necessity, with regard to the infantry, for them to
unite in a close embrace so that without unjust haggling
the just and desired reward be granted for merit in battle/*
This article was contained in a book published by Franco
in 1922. It is entitled Marruecos. Diario de una Bandera. In
it he relates in great detail the story of the Legion on to the
battles of the campaign to reconquer Melilla, in which the
First Banner under Franco's command participated so ac-
tively, that same Legion which he trained for the war in
Uad Lau, and with which he landed to rescue Melilla,
He relates in the book his impressions of those agitated
and burning months, shaken by a fierce storm during which
the Legion was the implacable battering-ram of the Moor,
and of an army famous and exemplary through its courage
and bravery. It is the record book of a leader who follows with
exactness and punctuality the experiences of the Legion,
and it is also a showcase in which the author preserves with
great care and respect the proofs of the heroism of his men,
and a second file in which are recorded and preserved the
warlike virtues of those who show valour with the disregard
of Roman gladiators.
Franco had departed from Morocco, but his name was to
be incorporated for all time in that chapter of Spanish his-
tory. He was one of its outstanding figures, both in the con-
quest and in the reconquest. His participation in the landing
at Alhucemas is not brought out in full detail and with its
full importance in the official records, even though the work
and responsibility of the Commander of the Legion" are